
Lesson 03
The Holy Spirit of God – Understanding & Experiencing the Spirit

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What happened at Pentecost? Why is Pentecost known as the “Birthday of the Church”?
Answer: At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles and filled them with the gifts they needed to lead the Church. The Apostles, they immediately began proclaiming the Gospel. In fact, three thousand people were baptized that day so we consider Pentecost as the birthday of the Church. The Greek word “Pentekoste” means “fiftieth and hence the name.

2. What are the two images that described Holy Spirit’s presence and power at Pentecost?
Answer:  Acts 2:1-4, tells us about two images that describe the Holy Spirit’s presence and power: wind and fire.

3. Where was Jesus baptized and what happened after he was baptized?
Answer:  Jesus was baptized in the river Jordan; The Holy Spirit led him into the desert – where he prayed and fasted for forty days & overcomes Satan’s temptations.

4. At Confirmation, whose presence and action do we acknowledge and celebrate?
Answer:  At Confirmation, we acknowledge and celebrate the presence and action of the Holy Spirit of God amongst us.

5.  Who is the Holy Spirit? 
Answer: The Bible describes the Spirit as the “breath” of God. The Holy Spirit is the Third person of the Blessed Trinity. It is the love between the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is God in every way and has a distinct purpose. Though distinct in perfect union with the Father and the Son – this is the faith that we profess in the Nicene Creed

6. What do we profess in the Nicene creed about the Holy Spirit?
 Answer:  “We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son, is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets”

7. Why do we need the Holy Spirit? 
Answer:
We need the Holy Spirit because: 
· The Holy Spirit will show us right from wrong, so we can walk in God’s truth. He’s that voice inside you, when you’re tempted to do something wrong, like cheat or lie to your parents, that will tell you it isn’t right. (John 14:17)
· The Holy Spirit will be our advocate. He recommends us, he speaks to God on our behalf and helps us. (John 14:26)
· The Holy Spirit will be our teacher. He reminds us of everything that Jesus has taught us through His Word. He will help us understand our Bibles as we read them and help us to hear what our priests are saying when they preach. (John 14:26)
· The Holy Spirit gives us power and boldness to be His witnesses. (Remember the Apostles in the Acts) - (Acts 1:8)

8. Identify few Gospel passages speaking about Jesus & the Holy Spirit?
Answer: 
1.The Creative & Quiet Spirit - Luke 1:29-32, 35 (Annunciation) 
2. The Spirit of Prayer  
Luke 4:1-2 – After being baptized in the River Jordan guided by the spirit Jesus 
went into the desert to pray for 40days  
Luke 10:21 – Jesus’ prayer of Thanks to his Father for revealing himself to all 
those who trust in him. 
3. The Spirit of Compassion - Luke 4: 14-21 (The beginning of Jesus Ministry) 
4.The Promised Spirit - Luke 24:46, 48-49  (The promise of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit)  

“There are as many paths of prayer as there are persons who pray, but it is the same Spirit acting in all and with all.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2672)
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